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| GODS ELISHAS, © 


When God takes away his Z{j«#'s, cither by a 
natural, - or by acivildeath, 


& Iciah, 57. Is 


The Righteous periſbeth, aud no man laytth it to heart, 
and murciful min are takes away, none confdiring,: 
that the righteous are taken away from the evil to 
come | 


- ; | 
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05 91 5 To. the ChriſtionReader,, 1 
) SAY UN IGY % TYOWKYL (IYER teal » 14 0 wn | v2 
al Sermons n 2pan this Tem Cz . Fitze 
are in Print, but [ know not one that hath been printed Seffery- 
. $4 6 . 2okex, 
apon ſuch an 6ccafion: yea, 1 have not met mith any one, oo 2 ns 
that either fa this Scriptare, or Azy other, hath ex_prox pr ag : 
feflo taken into-confideration the civil. deathy of. Ged's . jJ. Gaulen. 
falrS'; . and" yrb rhe civil deaths of ſome of them hath haps S. Patrick, & 
med 1#"nblt apes, and even of molt of thew may hereafter 
happen in ours," if the Propheſic concer ning the «haying Se 
Witheſſes*d be wot (yet fulfilled. Homwever., if here were 6 Rev-11.7. 
fard nothing. hut what bath been already, ſad, in yatious. 


| imithoil; vhe wiriety wf\ the methud. might. maks the rege-'* Thethings I 


titton prackfutie;;. Ve, 7 can ſure; Lam deing. the. work » Cn OY 
Gods 4 ho barreepeat biowocte, and once.mere ſound. his Yſeroatims nox 
Trampeeyi which: lth beer. tpoco0 oft ſoared in vain, It ua. © 

true (a't0 wil \) &,,\the::xighteaus periſheth,, and, ng as new things | 
man layes'ioco beare 4:54,r.-\Eirber,none tall of the ſenſual bem gone woo 
beaſts, ſpohon of wi the former chapter, ar. very Few of any nothing more 


fort in compariſon.of che great number of thoſe of all [preg "42 new clether. 
that 'do mote _ few nded do lay. natal { is SR 
it's ww the Hebrew) that «t may ſock 9to.thew, ſe <P dium prizs,pree 
Jeitably-aff 82d" und; affiicttd.' 1 This will. be alſoztxue mhon wines no 9 
Chis wanſesſhall:ber flary civillys. They that dyc[] on var deſcan 


on plainer ruds. 


v the earth, i,e, all thoſe that are of an earthly, and wot of " ark eagne regs 
* » 4 « 3 
e 


heavenly ſpirit, (hall r:joice oyer them, i. E, they #111 be will, but the 4- 


a £ladeven tothink of thiir ſlaughter, and make merry ; 1c, "4879" of the 


7 


Alphabet, and 


be as joyful asthiſe that do make feats for joy; yea, they be hin no 


Will ſerid gifts, 1, e. they will do whatever they canto make | 1c, ,-.x. 
ethers to rejoice with them at their death. Seeing the (ame Menand Broke. 
diſeaſe rew1ains, why may not the ſame remedies be wſed ? _ PO 
An ancient f wiſheththac in places infefted with Herehe 31! z,0mhe. 
men would write, that have any faculty in writing, p. 2. 
though ir be but the ſame things in other words, to the end 5 Fev-r nin: 


A 2 that #.63P - 3s 


4 either of, will make feaſts intoken of their j1y, or they will wanhyſftumn of 


(3D) 

char all ſorts of eamong many books might light 

ſome, &c. Is there not hn fin reaſon for the ſame wok, 

when any other ſoul deftroying —_— & epudennical 7. 


FFere there never ſo great fore of proſernatoes <a " 


raging prflilence , we would ſubſcribe to the proverb, Store 
is no lore; But al.:s! heres noſtore at all, Such a diſcourſe 
£41n0t therefore be looked upon as needleſs and unſcaſonable 
ac any time, though at ſometimes it 25 more then ordinarily 
neceſſary and ſeaſonable , as is evident byitrerrand, Here 
God's Elijabrs are not called upon (at anytime) to call for 
fire «pox others h:ads; but ( at ſometimes eſpecially) for 
ſpings of water in their own hearts : they are wot called upon 
(#t any time) to ſmite others with the tongue, or hand, but 
( at ſome time; eſptcially) to (mite ##n their own thighs © 
They are not called (at any time) to draw blood, er wake 
places Acheldama*s, but (at ſome times eſpecially) to draw 
water, 4rd pour it out before the Lord, and make places Boe 
chims: I» a word, they are wot called (at anytime) to ga- 


% 


ther themſelves into Conventicles (properly ſo called) ro xe * 


venge thenſelves upon the .inſtruments of cheir miſeries 2 
They are onely called to gather themſelves into lawful Aﬀeme 
blies co humble chemſelves for —— their Elijah's, 
when they are indeed taken away either by a natural, or 4 
Civil death. The Lord be pleaſed to give thee and me the 
hearing car,end the obcdienc ſpirit to 548 Call from Heaven, 


Amen, Amen, | 


FD 


2 Kiog. 2,12. 


Aud Elichaſamit, end he cried guy Father ny Fathers 
. : the: Chariot of iſracl, xvd thr berſmen thertef,, And 
| he ſaw him. oaw07 1x and be rodk, hold of his own clothe), 
and rent them intwopieces, «- 1 | 

——*| \N theſe words we have, 

ST 't. A doxble caſe, 

TR - 2. 4 doubleeffe#, 
| 1. A double cauſe; 

1. Eliſha's ſon, 

2. The c:fſation of the Vifon. 
1. Eliſha's /;for, ard Eliſha ſaw 
ir. | H:reobſerye, 1 

1. The ObjeR, > ©! 
y; > [4 2, The Af. 
\ x. The Objet, In the verſe before the Text weare told, 
that Elijah was taken away (not by a-natural death, but) 


by a fiery Chariot, and Horſes of fire®; by thi holy An-, Mr. $eckgon up- 
oels appearing in ſuch a likeneſs : this was the obj*& of Ele. on 2 King-au1t- 


tha's Viſion, he ſaw El1jsh taken up towards Heaven in a 
fiery Chariot with fiery Horſes. Herein God ſuited E/:= 
jah's deathto his life ; his life. bart with zeal for the pare 
worship of God, and-he yas tranſlatcd into Heaven in a fiery 

B Chariot, 


62King-2,10. : 


(2) 
Chariot, with horſes of fire; his zeal for God mide him 
hated of all ſorts of men : but God did not onely ſer a wir a= 
enlous mark, of bis f«voat upon him, whileſt he /ived per- 
ſecured to the dea:h, but ſent for him to heaven in extraer- 
dinary pomp, ciufing a-troop of the heavenly hoſt, his owre . 
immediate guard, to be his (oxveys, to declare him to all 
ages, to be 4 m4» high in his favonr : Bar ſo much for the 
object, or what E/i5he ſaw. | 

2... The aft »pon this objeR is here emphatically ſet down, 
And Elicha ſaw it, or was ieeing it, according to: the Hee 
brew, H:reby we are not onely affured of the truth of the 
tranſaQtion, but Elzhs was aſſured pf a double portion of 
Elijah's ſpirit ; for this was the onely condition thereof, 1f 
thou chalt-ſee 'me'whes'/ am taken fromeber, it thall bs (0 


'unto thees but if-not, \it-sbal{not.be ſa*; Burſo much for 


the firſt.cauſe tnenciohed. in the Text, Elizha's Yifion, There 


3s another, and that is, 


2. Theciſsation of the wfion, and he ſaw hing no more: 
God withdrew Elzjah to a ſtare inyilible:: E7ifha ſaw EL 
lijah taken away, but. .after his aſccation h2:;ſaw him na 
more, Thus.we:ſce the.double cauſe mentioned inthe Texr, 
There is alſo, PRs +4, 

2. A double effeF mentioned in the Texr; each cauſe 
hath zts effeCt ſer down.: the effe# of El:sþa's wijien is E- 
licha's Cry; the effe# ofithe ceſſation of thevifen is Elie 
Shah's taking hold of his awn clothes, and rending them into 
two pieces: Elicha's crying and rending his clothes, (hew 
how he was affefted, when he ſaw Elijah taken quite out 
of his fight :. rhe matter of his cry, or what he ſaid, ſhews 
why he was ſoaff<Cted therear, Here therefore I ſhalt con= 
ſider ewo things, - 

i, How Elichah was affefed. | 
2. Why he was ſo affetted with Elijah*s being taken © 
away, 

I. How he was affefled . H: was affeRed with yery much: 
orief of heart, This is cy;deat in that, 

| 1, it 


_ 2: s 
'1, Tt is faid, he cried out a ; -the word fignifies the Yoo nt lay wh =, | 
ing of one in miſery ; « complarning cry. Ttis uſed toex- gyr. in nib. Pu- 
| preſs the cry of the poor under” oppreſſion, ' Ez94. 22.27 _ 
Hert the word is in the ſecond Conjugation, and Gramm gion ion. 
- rians tells us that addeth to the fignification, vehementer cye- ment, vel op- 
bro, He cried as one afli&-d vehemently, and frequently. ark 
2. Ic *is ſaid (according to Jamar and Tremelimb) he ruli.Avenar. © 
cried antil he ſaw him no more. | FR bs Bro 
3. It is ſaid, he thus cried, my Father, my Father : now marir, & donec 
theſe words are expreſſions of ſorrow and lamenia:1:n, as 208 viderar e: 
appears by Joe:h his weeping over this Eliha, and laying Pm: 
theſe very words, O my father, my father, &c ©, and by <2 King. 124.14; 
Gods ſaying, That there ' :homld be no /amentation for Te | 
hoiakim, ſaying, 4h ney brother,or Ah Kord,&ca, 4Jann 
4. The words are doubled, My father, my father > Thus | 
David expreſs'd the greatneſs of his grief for the death of - 
Abſalom®*; The king was much moved, and went wp tothe er yam; 18.45% 
chamber over the gate, and wept, and as he went, thu be 


C 


| * {eid," © my fon Abſalom, myſov, wy ſon Abſalom: would 


God I had ditd for thee, O Abſalom, ney ſon, my ſav, Itis * 
not alway true, that che greateſt grief [peaketh leaft x; (ome. f Cuts leves lo-' 
a_ ( like fore Eccho's ) it dowbleth, yea, trebleth the EN 
word, | | 
5. It is ſaid, Hs rent his own clothes in two pieces, This 
was'an uſual ceremony ameng the Jews, 'to expreſs ſorrow 
of heart, even the rending of their hearts, and the wounds 
which ſorrow made on their ſou's s . All theſe purticulars yg ve dolor ſas. 
ſhew that Els+ha was affeted with very much grief for the faifereer Kg 
» : = | = 9 1 lene. 
loſs of Elijah. I come now'to conſider, | | | 
2; Why he\was thus affeRied. In the emphatical matter of 
Eliche's cry, we. have implied, if not expreſt, two ſorts of 
'» Cawſes of hisſorrow: | 
- 1, Ontward, 
” 12, Inward. BE 
I. The external cauſes were his own particular lofſe, and 
the pablick; loſs,” SANYO. OAK LNOTINS 
3: 4 ; 1, Hs 
ky 
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(4) 


1. Hi ownparticular loſs » The loſs.of Elijah wasunto- 


"3 as the loſs of a dear father to a loving child, My 
father,- my father ; Elijah was not father to Eliſha by u4- 
ewre, but by a ſurer. bond, even by grace. Elyjah haviag. 
no ſon, edopted godly Eltfh for his ion, made him his heirs 
and bequeathed unto, him a ſpiritual legacy, even the inhc= 
ritance of his ſpiric doubled upon him ;z-and therefore” El;- 


ſpah's lofs was greater then if he had loſt a natural/Father, 


Kindred by blo:d ts nothing ſa neav and dear as that by graces. 
Elijah was not onely as 4 Father, but as 4 dowble Father 


# Ngemens [er- to EJ;fhg, and therefore the word is. ingewinated, Ay fa 


vant gives the 


ricle of Father ther, my father, q. d, O-my heart is even broke ,. and 
erm Maſter, would you know the. reaſon # why, I have loſt -« Father, I. 
b vas comp have loſt ſuch-4 Father, | have loſt s double Father, I have 
mon among the [oft wp Father, - Elijah had- not onely adopted Eliſhs for 
:1e of Facherg 01S ſpiricual ſon, but he was hig- 


O—_— ſuch farherly care and affeQtion, 2s.if £/:ſþa'had been' his 
moo ſowas well 2s his ſchiler. This was one cauſe of Elrſha's 


+ - tr ſorrow, the loſs of ſuch a Lord, Maſterand Farber 3 The. os: 
their. DoGazy, ther external ceuſe.was, _ ji p | 
ror Ae &. 2, The Publick loſs Eliſha begins with his own pecus. 
them, _* trarloſs, but he doth not end there-:- Tr's rrue in publick ea» 


See Mr, Patrick's larmities we may. lawfully lamsnt our peculiar afliftions, 3s 


 al.3.8mich. E14ſh bere, and Jeremy in the general deſolation of Iſrael | 
 «tthe end of bu crieth out, [am the man that have ſoen af fliftion,&c*, but. 
Se. Diſe.Þ. 4 then is ſorrow wor;h the deubling when it -isnot onely for- 


c | $.:T:., : 


4 ne calls him p4rticular, but pablick loſſes, Eſha did not onely loſe his. 


by TT ky Father ; but 2/rael loſt their- condufF to heaveng and thein 


the Chariot, ſfrength. on earth +. My father, 'my father .. the Chariot: 
wherein he was of [> ge/ q,, 41d the horſemen thereof. Elijah was unto 1/> 


fetch'd to Hea- ” 


| ven, andwould 747 What. Chariots and horſemen are unto an army-s (he was: - 
a——_ by this.inftead of an army to all iſrae/, their ſecurity arid ſefe-- 
ether guard, The Chaldee Paraphraſt, and Arabick-Vrrfion © 


he did for I/zae}, read the words thus ; , Thou waſft better to-lfrael by thy 


Ce yr a1 


er .*- and Teacher by: 
to their Maſters yea, - he was his Fatherly-3ſafter ; he taught him wich. 


oF Fiot, Pay: ©£79907%» than (hariots and horſemes. Hintjngithis\ vaſt / 
ot» : | 


(5) 


eertain erith, that praying /ouls are 4 Lands beſt munition *; 0V. MI. Carts 


Fitz, Geffery , on 


There ſeems to be a kind of ſo/ec:ſms in the Prophets ſpeech, , xiog 3.12. 
. Myfather, the Horſemen of Iſracl : How can one man be | 


hoÞſemen > How can ove man be many men 7 Is it not uſt. b Unus vir, nul- 


- ally aid by oxe-'# wone'? H:reby is incimated, that oe praying Jus vite = 
foul is as good (if not better) wwnition, 45 a whole eArmy., 1c, 5. 
Royal. The Prophet tells us ®; that for one good grape, the 
whole cluſter, yea the whole vineyard ſhall be fenced and pre-- 
ferved +: What 'a mad age then do they live in, in which 
the worlds - Horſemen and Chariots are entertained as the 
Sonuldiers by the Bores in the Low Countries > They cannot 
be fafe without ther, and yer they cannot 4b:de chem, Whar 
do ſuch thean ?- Are they weny of their ſafety > Alas poor 
finners !-Is icnothing to turn the edge of the Szints Prayers 
hg atnfs your ſelves, and {6 mike your own Horſerer to run. 
apon'you, #nd your own- Chariot wheels to rin over you 3- 
Verily, if you turn the prayers 'of Saints againſt you, their 
prayers will quickly turn the Gud of Saints 'egninfityon, Bur 
* fo n.uch for the exterval ealifes'of Elihats rt; © 
2, The ternal cauſesare allo two, "0 
1. H# high eftcem of Elijah, 
2. Hu dear love nit Elijah, - ©» 

1. Eliſha highty efteemed Elijah, and therefore he covld 
not chooſe but be much grieved' at” his being taken\ awa 
from} him," His words, My Farber, core; intinare his he-. 
»ouring him as his Father, Ltader, | Commander, ' Miſter: 
avthe Gezeral of the ſons of the Prophers d;; as the very hy 
and army"of 1/pae! ; yea, 25- the freagrh'of their Army, 


5% 


4 Elijah fuir dur 
gregis Prophe. 
tarum, 3 King. 


Now what we highly eſteeni ,we wilkbe'much trovudled for-the-2- 3 5.. Gurrns - 
tg L 33: "#3 : L 7 ” ; f 


SS -cequites con-- 
lol of, ; e przcipua 


2. Eliſha did not onely eftcetn, $ut dearly Love EFj4h; Ule belli robo» 
. and; therefore alſo he doth- fo lament his removyal:> Ep fcc. Fee Mats : 
burnt in love to Elijah (ſaith one) when he fpake thefe” oo 
words, CM y dr ov father 13S if ſome ſpark” Hd fal.. 
len from 'Elrjahs fiety ChantWihedhis heat: *"There inde! 
2 Child that. QN"'ery® mare deer the breaRY that. ohyetFe= 
Ub luck, , 


7 mw 
# 4... 


s john It. "I . 


(6) 
ſeck,then he calls and cries after his Fat1er, O my Father guy 
F ather | Wherethall I find my Facher 2 what will become of 
me withour my Father? Now che.taking away what we 

. dearly love, goes very.much'unto our hearts: we find "rat 
Feſws, hin (cif wept for his friend :Laz4rm a: eAt this the - 
Jews ſaid, Behold how he loved him } Two, friends joyned 
cogether in cordial love, canno: part without a groan ; elipce 
cially. a Scholar and his Mafter, a Son and his Father, Shall 

no: then Elifhe be grieved-at the - very hearr, when his be- 

loved ſpiritual Father was taken away from him, So much 
for the opening of the words, The Deftrize chat naturally 
ariſeth from them is this ; | 

| DoR, That God taking away hrs Elijah's 1s matter of 

grief to his Eliſha's, «- | S 

Gods Elyrha's cannot but wonrs when Gods Elijab's are. 
removed from them, 'whether/it be by a natural death, or 

2ny other death, This truth requires, Y 

I. Explication, 
2, Confirmation, but chiefly 
3. Application, = ; 
I. For the explication of the' ſenſe and meaning of the 

DoQtrine, two Q tcſtions mult be anſwered ; - 

I. Who are Gods Elijah's ? | 

'2, Whoare Godt Elicha'st * —_— 3 

Queſt.z. ho are. Gods Elijab's, whoſe takzng amy 14 
Juch a grief of heart to Gods Elitha's ? 


' . 4aſw, Elijah. (according to hierome ) | fienifirs the 
Minifer of Fehovah ; Gods Elicha's then are Gods Mini- 


ers, and ſuch Minifters are Gods Minifters, who, may. be 


T parallell'd with Elsjoh; though nor in a parallel of equa/zty, 


b See Mr. Caſes 
Sermon en 
Jam. 5.17, p. 
44-Es. 


' yet in a parallel of conformity. "Gods E/ijah's are Minifters 


like unto E/:jah in the following particulars, wherein Elijah 


' Was emment b, 


1. Elijah was full of God; - inche name Elijah, cthereare 
two if not three of the divine: Neemesincluded, / And as his 
aame was, ſo was. be, full of God, emwently Soil: Gods 

1JAW? 


= 


> 


Elijab's are onely ſuch Mniſters as are partakers of the di- 
Vine nature *, : | 6 2 Per.1.4. 
' 2, God did 3n an eminent manner communicate his conn- 
ſel;, and reveal his ſecrets to Elijah Þ; Gods Elijabs are 2 xing.t.17 
onely:ſuch Miners as arc annornted with the Holy Ghoſt, 79 30-10-17: 


© and taught by the ſpirit ©, Mat.17.3. 


on d. , p J h. +2 d 
3.Elijah ws 4 powerful. Prophet ©; His very Name.imports © iow 0GS 


iti, Blijab fignifies wy Zrong Ged Jehovah, He was not one: 15,16. 


ly mightyin deed, burin word; he wrought many mi acles, 2 King b12914%” 
and by. one Sermon. he brought back many ithouſznds of the a4 
Idolacrous Ifraclires to the worthip of the crue God ©: Fobn « 1 King, 18,39. 
Baptiſt, beca'ſ: of his powerful preaching, is ſaid to co'be- 
fore Chriſt 1» the ſpirit and power of Elijah ;, Gods £/;. flak 117. 
Jabs are ſuch Miniſters, whoſe miniſtry is a ftartling,aw.ke- 
ning, humbling, parmingy edifying miniſtry ; Converting 
Minitters are Gods Elijah' g. | | 
4. Elijah was very zealous for God and his pure worſhip, 
and againſ} Baal, and all falſe worſhip, He pleaded Gods 
cauſe againſt Baal and his. Preefts by fire; by a fire not- to! 
be obliruRed, damped 'or quenched by all the effuſion of 
water upan the ſacrifice and Altar b: Zeal therfore for God 61 Kiog. 18.15 
and his pure worſhip againſt all falſe worſhip, and halting '9 9:29: 
bacgrees God and Baal, is another CharaRter of God's Z/:. 
1494, : {13 
«5. Elijah was 45 conragious, atztalows, H2:durſ, Rand ': 
up for the Loxd, eyen when he thought himſelf a/anr againſt 
the .tide' and torrent of the Apoſtacy of that generation, 
that was even turned 244liF : even then he appears and pro. 
teſts againſt chem and their Idolatry, and Apoſtacy to their 
faces,and commands and ſees execution to be done pon” 450 
Idolatrous Prophets, under the wing of an Idolatrous Qu:en, 
and before the very face of a wicxed King i: Was nor here SKing.18.1$:21,. 


2£ Mal. 4. 5. 


- Courage even toa mir?Cie ? To be couragious for Godin the 22:49----19.14, 


worſt of times is another charaCer of God's E/ijahs.. | 
6, Elijthwas eminent for tenderneſs of ſpirit *, . Though & 1 King, 19.10, 

he was-of ſo four a ſpirit that he could bare any wrong '+ 
| and. 


(8) 
"and jury done to himſelf, yerhe was of ſo tender a ſpirit, | 
that he could ſcace bare the diſhonogrs that in his time were 
he\co' thewame” of God; the' wrong (and injuries that 


were offered to. the Saints of 'the» moſt high, andith:dirc iN 


tbat was thrown upon Gods own 0rd:naxces. Miniſters of Þ©, 
ſuch a tender ſpirit are Gods Eltjah's Ritl, © L. 
Mob 7. E'ijah was much and mighty in Prayer, The Scrip. 
«Rom. If.3. ture calls him [ſrarls [nterceſſor * ; He prajed earneftly'b ; 
6 Jam. s. 17. ' | ; n Js 
Dggnogi weg- He prayed in praying, a: known Hebraiſme : Verbals added 
to Verbs ts a kynd of conſtr uRion among the Hebriws, which 
_ vehemency, Piaying Miniſters are ſti]]l Gods Elja 
Jab's. | | 
'. » $, Elijah: added Fefting to Prayer ; He fafted 40 dayes 
« 1King.948. 290 40-nights at one time®: Gods Z/1jahs ſtill make con- 
vE fejence of j3ining theſe duties togerher, ip oF 
9. Elijah was ſo far from living to the world, that he 
hardly Irved in the world; his fare was hard, his raywent 
courſe ; both ſurable to a wilderneſs, wherein he choſe- ro 
' live among bruit * % racher then elſewhere among bruitt{h' + 
mer, Ged's Elijah sare till crucified to the world,” © * 
| 10. And laſtly, £/:jab was perſecuted by Achab and Teo 
d1King.r0.12. z:4be/; he was put to fly for his life'® ; he was one of thoſe 
o Heb apt,, holy wanderets © the Scriptures /rtele book of Dartyre 
' makes mention of, To be perſecuted by the world is anos! 
7 ——_ eſt her charaQer of God's E/ijah's e. Thus you"'ſee who are - 
quam derivare God's Elijah's, Now-for God totake away eithier by a wes" 
in ſe farorem 7g g/, or by a civil death, ſuch Mimfters as are godly, '1n. 3 
mundi. Drhe | omate with God, powerful in preaching, z2eilous and conrit 
$ious for the pure worſhip of God, and againit all falſe wor. 
ſhip ; tender of the Name, and holy things of God ; much 
1n Prayer aud Faffing 3 erucified tothe world, and perſecuted 
by the world, is matter of much grief of heart to God's £/i. 
ſpa's. The next enquiry is, 
ueſt.2, Who are God's Eliſha's ? Who cannot but | y to 
heart Gods taking away of hu Elijah's ? b 
Anſw, $uch Miniſters and Chriſtians as are like 8/-ſha 
in 


, 
ITT 


in graceeand holineſs; particularly; ſuch-agare of x pitiful 
remper, 'snd' merciful ' diſpofifion ©: ſuch was' the frame of 
Elrſha's\pitic, 'as evidently appears by the many marks of 
anercy he did: | Such as have any bowels gf pity towards their 
9w7: or others ſodls, or to the' plare whete they tive, 'orto'the 
lard" of their Nativity, will herein imitate" Eſpa in 1a- 
menting Gods taking away ſuch Minifters as arc like onto 
; Elijah in the former particulars, and therefore called God's 


Elijah's, as ® Tohn the Biptifſt was. In a word, 'Gods ſ4- « Mal.4.5. Mar. 


vid owes will be ſure to lay to heart ſuch a ſtroak! "Eliſha (ige 
nifies the ſalvation of God,being derived of (21) 1.e, God,and 
(Faſhag) hath ſaved. Such as God hath faved from the 
guilt and dominion of fin,and wrath to come bythe ares. 
of the Goſpel; cannot bur be much afflicted, when God takes 
awey the means of ſalvation, Bur fo much for the expſica- 
Hion-of the'doAtine; The ſecond thing undertaken is, _ 

'B, The confitmation of it, And herein F ſhall give you 
onely:the ſame reaſons, for which E/;ſhe did thuslament the 
—_— of Elijah, __ © 2 PETS 
i+\'; There are the ſinidexterngt cauſes, why moſe chatl 


Y 


like God's Z/jſhah*+(hbutd 3a 
Miniſters as are like Elijah, 8 there were why 


hment God's taking away E/ijah.* Both their "own private - 
u_ and the, pablick lofs of fuch Miniſters ſhould moye 
- 1. Thr wh private toſs; Such Miniſters ay aye like unto 
_ lah, are ins fack Chrifthans as are fike unto Z/3ſÞ, whar 
Elijeb *wias unto' £/iſha, They are their ſpiricyal Fathers 3 
No Abraham can wore love his Iſaac, then ſuch Miniftets 
love ſuch ChriftiansÞ ; never was the moft ternder-hearted 52, 
Father "more careful to provide for his..dear children, then _ 
 fuch' Miniſters for fuch Chriftians, * They adeirally. cart 
for thewelfarr of their ſouls ©, 28 if they wertleg ther 


by inward bowels and a natural infFinct z when Fe Min 


 ftersare taken away from ſuch Chriſtians, chey_ are taken 
away, who Either kate: 


_ them apain'by the Goſpel, 


| ut £0 cPhil, 2420; 
, Nle 


C19) 
as Pant had the Corinthians ®;. or if they were begotten by 
otheis, loved thcm'as dearly, and cared for. them as anxt 
ouſly as the moſt loving "A his own. Children >, Now 
the relation that is between a, Father and a (hild bathin it 
moxe.of love, and.,more .of- grief than any other, relation. 
| When Joſeph Lurie Jacob his Fathcr,©, be mourned with a 


reat aud very ſore lamentation, It is ſad tolole a Fowathay, 
ſ{addertoloſe.a Jacob ; ſadder yer to loſe ove El1j«h ; bur 


7 FL ſaddefthof all to loſe many Elijahs, Who can think of their 


; Fitherly: bowel:z. of their burning /ove, of their gracious /zps, 
of. their .hearc-ſearching, heart-melting ,. heart-warmidng , 
heart-purging, heart-clearing Sermons ; of their unwearicd 
care to feed and provide for the everlaſting welfare of ſouls; 
to. defend and protect them, from all errors, ſuperſtitions, 

idolatries,corruptions,to. reprove, and correct anything amils 
in them ;, not gnely to give them. good cgunſel, bur good exe 
ample of their cordialneſs; in b/eſſing Touls' in chename of 

.the. Lord ; andnort. cry out,, Fh our father | Ah our glory y 
Can a Father, can Fathers be parted with without ſighs, yea 
tears ?, Cay me phil bold El FOm: crying when'it wants 
the heeaf that wed. ro feed 15.7 Thus thaig own privetel.ſs 
PL ie WA TH CAE i DOSTE Fare 

2, The publi ck, loſs moves them much more, Such Minis 

Rers are not onely to ſuch Chriſtians what Elijah wasunto 
B/iſha, but they are unto Kingdoms what Elijah was unto 1ſ. 
rael, The Charts and. horſemen thereof... Good men,cſpe- 
cially S00d Minifgrs, arc next to God, and good, Awgels, 
the walls and bulwarks .of « Nation, It was by 4 Prophet 
the Lord, brought Iſracl out of Egypt, and by a Prophet mas 

.. be preſerved q, ſaith; the Propher Moſea, 9. d. Nowyou 


WMP care not. for the Lords Prophets, &'c, but remember -there 


was a time when a Prophet ſtood 3 ou 1n.ſtead.. If you.did | 
but regard your own temporal welfare, you: would not flight 


| ©4:+*> che Lords Prophets : What had become of you in Egyptand 


in the wi/derneſs,had it not been for a poor deſpiſed Prophet 
p2-you? God's E/ijah'sare ill untg Nacions UM £1ng> 
Pp * ts ff ; b oms 


Ch 


| "NS... 

doms ihRE4d of Armies 1 they are ſo mivy 'P,rwitts worth 

res thouſtid)' of the pheople n. *Ohe calls* ther initfie Path) - + 

nfs phraſe; Sviunce 3 wiows, The Keepers of 64 WMA, char - hy oye 

preſgrve it from beingmade like tro Sodom and Gomorrah, rg _s 

Seeing then good Miniſters are ſuch pxb1ick, good;:b, thould' Minifters are 

fot good ©pablick ſpirited Chriſtians mmourp heartily for x oh. great 

Gods taking them away 7. Hereby tor onely ſoul are (ini tion; 3n Mr. 06, 

#'ſcnſe) Tefr Orphans ;" bit Kingdoms are left = raarded, is gn = 

without walls and butwacks, deprived of theit T #te, #- An- Text at the 

gels.” Thus you fee there are the ſame external cauſes, © - _ of Pg Ml 
2, There are the ſame Internal cauſes till, why God*s ns, il in 


Elijah'3 (hold befamented by God's Zlifha'y.” 'The efteems why godly men 
that God's E/firbe's ill have of God's £/jabrs, and the af- oat rppowwrngy 
fections they bear unto them, will not ſuftet God's Efrjuh's godly Miniſters) 
to be taken away from them, unlamented by them; - God:: wr a —_ 
Elisha's areſtill moved, dhe CORE Firs, Geofry's 

r. Byheir effeemrof God's Bhjab's b good ſouls* have Sermon on this 
fill the ſame efteems of good Minifters/'as Z/:5Þ4" Wd bf _ 
Elijah.” | They tfteer "them as thic greateſt gift, as the beſ# 
eift that ever Chriſt gave tmto ſouls, next unto himſelf, and 
his ſpirit ©, Theyefteem them bighty, very highly fortheir _ 
work ſake q, for po "office fake 3 nd Ae cannot _ 116: 2k 
but be yery- mich troybled: for Gods raking them away,” « i Theſ.5.12. 
ay they ate rhovell by their eFeenss : They atealſo mos 
ved, 
© 2, 'By "their Loves for God's 2/ijahs : good ſouls have 
fill the ſame affeftions for good Miniſters, as Elrsha had 
for Zlijh ©” and'thac both for the (good they have done their 
own and' bothers fouls, and for their] being ſo'inftrumental 
for the” good of Kingdemsr, Geod Chriftians cannot bur 
dearly loye their ſpiritual Fathers, 2nd thoſe that are wnde/ 
God the great ſaviours of Churches and Statey from ruine, 
They' have the, ſame loves for chem which the Galathians Wee 
had for: the ApoRtle Pau/e, Can we then wonder, if they © 6414 tt? 
be- very much'croubled for Gods raking! away ſuch uſeful | , 
inſtrumenecs, 'thas the lights of the world ſhould be” pit out 3 

C 3 Thats 


(12 ) 
- Amos?8.g, That their Swe chould go down at Neon®, that the founda.. 
b Flat 11.3. . PFrons shamld be deftrozed Þ, that the defpre of their exes. chould. 
« Ezck-14-16+ , be takem. ana) *, tha; their dearly . beloved, ang greatly de- 
lighted ip, (hou'd. be -removed from chem > This made the 
| Elders of Epheſus, and other Bclicevers, at their parting from 
'Pawl, ta _m_ and to wee FProre, and.chat univerſally, /bey 
4 At 10.9 all. wept \{ore 3; becauſe y; dearly. Loved hjm,which they, 
any > expreſle ed mol. acherically. in, falling, apep. bis meh 11 a6 

12 "*biſcng Him. Bur fo. much forthe Reaſansoof che Do&rin'z 

y 'Thethirdand laſt thing undertaken 3s the eApplicationgand 
therefore. 

Jl. Thaufcfulneſs of .chis DoQtrine is nexc to be evinced, 
and that {omicting ſeveral uſes that ay v be made cf a by. 
 conſifering it, as | 

1. A Bil of Tedictwent, 
2. ACall from Heaven, 
uſer. This Doarine is «black ill of Indictment ey 
 txo ſorts of offenders, :  :»./ 
- 1. Againſtchoſe char areat any time any ways guiky of 
the death of God 'SElijah's, whether they die by a civ1l, or 
by a #atwral death, 
I, This Do&Qrine is, a black Bill of Inditment againſt 
.thoſe that are atany.time guilty of che c:v4/ deaths. of any.of 
God's #/1jah.s.. Not onely.the principals, in, but all the 4c» 
vefeories to the fencing of godly Miniſters are worthy of 
ſharp rebuke, whether they be acceſſory .«-parte ante, or 4 
Ceed wah Parte: peſt; for £5 many ways we may be acceſſory to ance 
Ch.1a. thers fin, A parte ante, Ons it be commicced, 6 Vf COm- 
AR.q.10.1 Tim. gendiy it,.. by advijing tit, by inciting it,: and by not 
© 1/{inph oben it ide aid mighte, me poſt, afcer the 

fin is committed, by not wowrning for it ; by not reproving 
AM.1 King 21+ 19. 
AQ. ap os.  fendeng” it, by delighting in the compary of the principals, 
2Jok.; 5.76, * and by rage ofchem f, All theſe are guilty.of murcher- 


.-5.30,Ezck.1z, ing God's Elijah's ; they are guilty of the bloed of ſpiritual. 


Je.14 1 Cer. 5. Fathers, of the Cnatiots-and Horſemen of /ſree!, To clear 


6. Mat-33- 
— qt 5h: _ this, 


'itin word or deed; by liking and approving of it; by de« 


(13) 
this, conifer that che killing of Chrifts witnefles, prophe- 


fied of in the Revelation ®, 1s to be underſtood met &. 4 Revilt7- 


rally," or anatogicallyof a' evil dearh,” and not T1terally of 
2 cogporal death, The kilting is 2 kilting them as witweſvs,, 
- and-not as mers it is 2 throwing'them our: of their places 
and tations, 'as if they were naturally dead, ' This wevis- 
den',7 borh becauſe their bodievare ſaid-.ro' /ir dead. and was 
buried threeyeuys andan half; and becauſe-afcer that, time, 


* there ſhall be « reſurrifhion of them bd, bur no reſurreCtion, g ger.nt cr; 


propetly fo called, ſhall come to- paſs before Chrilts coming. 

2, This Dc&rine' is 'a black Bill of Inditment againſt 
thoſerhar ater2r'any time guilty-of the corporal deathsof any 
of God's.Elijab's + ſuch '(Þ mean) as take the direQ comſe 
to take away the nataral lives of God's: Eliah's, eſpecially 
of his /ilenc'd Elijah's, by ſadding, yea, breaking their 
hearts by their anprofitableneſs, nnfruitfulneſs, unthank» 
fulteſs , tmnecorrigibleneſs, impenttency , mwnreformedueſs , 
wnperſmadableneſs to. bear the voice of the Rodd, Goſpel-un- 
becoming converſations, apeſtacies, backslidings, &c, | All 


ſuch are guilty of making the h:arts of choſe ſ#d, whom God 


would not have ſad ; yea they are guilty of murthering their 


Fathers. we /:ve (faiththe Apoſtle ©) of ye ſtand feſt inthe ,_,Thets: 


Lord, q9.d. Notwithſtanding all our miferies ; though 
death be preſent before us, we are healtbful and chearful 
folong as you walk as becometh the Goſpel 5- ſo long 2s you 
are »:alous for God, his tru: his and waies, and ſoperſevere 
whatever you meet wich, The Apoſtle clearlie implies, thar 


wothing 1s more killing to Gods faithful Miniſters, thew the 


back:lidingsof their people, 1 need ſay ns more, if we-had 
but the" fame thoughts of blood-gnilrineſs, which Dawrd had, 


when he cried out, Deliver me from blood guiltineſs, 0: 
\, Godt: In-the Hebrew. it-is from bloods, - Verily in every , 
drop of blood there is a t#npue crying fo! vengeance, What ** 


is there'then inthe blond of an Abel >» What is there in the 
bloed of an E!j4h 2+ What is thee in the blood of many 
E/jahs? Bur fo much for thoſe that are any wajes/ guiky 


of: 


Plals3. 14s 


| (14) 
of the deaths of any.vf . God's El/rjah's at any time, The 
- - Do&cineis alſo a black-Bill of Inditmene,” - I 
1> #::Ag1inft+ thoſe, who do not lay- to heatt che proper or 
fignratioe deaths.of my of God*:s Elijah's atany time, [Mas 
ny have ſpoken-of -their proper 'deaths ; I ſhall ſpeak onely 
of their figurative or civil:deaths, Now when . God. ſuffers 
any 'of .his\ Elijah's to' be filenced-, they do not- lay. ix to 
hearr,: thac come under any of the fellowingranks,.: ; '- 
. 1... Suchns are merry and do rejoice when any , eſpecially 
when many godlie , annointed, powerful,” zealous, coura- 
gious, tender, praying, faſting , mortified; and perſecuced 
Minitters: have their: mouths: ftopt ;, and: that: becauſe then 
they thall no-moere © be 'reproved by them in .publick ,)nor 
hear any of the. chreats, .and curſcs «of God denounced a» 
eainſt: them for. any 'of their iniquities. Theſe have the 
wark of the beaFt upon them, The Holy Ghoſt Rtigmatizeth 
Antichiiſts Brats with this- charaRer ; They, upon the 
ſlaughter of Chriſts witneſles, rejoyce and make merry, and 
ſend giftr one unto another, becauſe thoſe that tormented 
them be taken away®*. I have read, that upon the news of 
the ' French Maſtacre, which began on Bartholomew day, 
a Jubilee was proclaimed in Rome, To be ſure the laft 
ſlaughcer of Chriſts witneſſes will fill all the Popiſh ,workd 
with rej»ycines, that they are rid and avenged of thoſe who 
vexed and troubled their conſciences, Bur the comfort is, 
6 Iſa, 225 12,13, their joy will be but ſhort Þ, This iniquity ſhall net be 
BE CE Mr.Gaaer 297509 174) Fill you dice. O the dreadfulne!s and dire» 
in the large an- fulneſs: of that doom), paſſed by God himſelf upon theſe 
aot. on the | ywretches, and bound with an oath ro make jr irrevocable, 
_—_ that this hideous wickedneſs ſhall'by no-means be expiated, 
2, Such alſo, who reproach the Lores filenced Miniſteis, 
| and trample” upon -thele dead Lions, and year the Lords 
@ Lamiz.60.6r, people for their ſorrow in ſuch a day of S:0ns rebuke %: A. 
py" mong whom. it is to the reproach of Saints ©, 'that they 
weep, and faft, and humble themſelves for'proyoking God 


ro ſuffer their E/jah's to be filenced, Againſt cam 
T0 rj 


s Rey.11.10. 


MAS os. IE. I.E | 


C15) 
" G2d atoſuch) do ye ſport your ſelves » againſt whom do ye 
make a wide mouth, &e? Are ye not children of tranſgreſe 
fon, a ſeed of falſehood > Ifa child hath loſt his Father, he 
thinks that Nature-doth not onely j»ſ{:fie, but command his 
teald. The loving wife cannot part with . her. dear hurband 
- without ſighs, yea tears, No Kingdom can part with their 
Chariots and Horſemen, their Bulwarks, without. /armerx-. 
ration, And ſhall not Chriſtians ,, when God ſuffers bis 
Elijah's to be taken away by a crvil death, have liberty ro 
mcurn for che loſs of their ſpiritual Fathers, of their ſpiri- 
ritual husbands ; ſuch (I mean) as bave eſpouſed themfor 
Chriſf > Shall not the /and haye leave to lament the loſs of 
their (hariots and horſemen > Pray give loſers leave to 
 Ipcak. - + . 
b 3. |; Such alſo, who remain ſecare and fearleſs, notwith= 
fandihng ſuch a loud a/arm from Hcaven, When Metellue. 
heard of the death of Scipzo Africanxs, he ran out intothe 
publick For «ww, or- market place, and cried our, O Citizens, 
. come je forth and conſult what is to be done, for the walls of 
nour City. are fallen down, Will not that Heathen riſe up in 
judgment againſt ſecure Profeſſors ? 
4. Such alſo, as do not moxrn for, and repent of thoſe. 
fins of theirs, which have fopped the mouths of God*s E1z- 
lijal's. H:reby it was evident chat Pharoah Þ was not ſens Exod.7:r3:. 
fible- of God's Plague z., becauſe he neither. humbled himſelf 
for, nor repented. of che cauſe thereof, . Under this. 1ank.. 
come all thoſe that are; 1..'As unthankful for the Goſpel 
and precious liberties they once enjoicd as ever ©; 2, As'bar-e 1ca..2,9, 
re under the means of grace that.age continued to tl em, as 
eyerd; 3, Aswearyof thoſe Ordinances that yet rem2in, d-1f4.5.46: 
ag-eyer®; 4. As lightly. efteem the ſcarce, and thy core & amos.s.5,nq. 
| much. more precious, Word, as, ever f; And 5. Grieve chcf 1 Sam gz. 
' ſouls, and even break, the hearts of Gods faithful Miniſters 
- by their diſobedience and ſcandalous: ations, as much-as * | 
evers, Theſe, and ſuch like, that till live in thoſe fins, s a Cliro;3616 
for which God hath ſo ſmitten them, eyidence by their im-. 
oy penirency, 


4 Iſa, $74. 


” 


1 


(16) 
nitency their not laying to heart Gods ſore troake, Theg 
ftricken them, but they have not grieved ; thou haſt 
conſumed them, but they have refuſed to receive corretiion 2 
they have made their faces harder then a rock, they have 
4 Jer. 5.8. refuſed toreturna, | 
5. Alt prayerleſs ſouls are alſo in this condemnation, 
T he prople turneth not unto him that ſmuteth them, neither 
b lfag9.ts, do they ſerch the Lord of Hofts®, The Lord ſendeth all af. 
flictions for this very end, to beſpeak Prayer, 1s any among 
you af fli&:d, let him prayge, Bit when, hedoth'wi:hdraw 
the tokens of his preſence from a people, he doth in'an eſpe« 
cial manner beſpeak Prayer, / will go and return unto my 
- 4 wol.g.r9, place, till they acknowledg their offence, and ſeek my face 6, 
Such therefore do not hear the yoice of ſuch a Rod, who 
reſtrain Prayer whileſt they are under it, > The word #en- 
s 11 'Significat dred to reſtrain'e, (Job 15. 4.) fignifies both'to withdraw 
& ademir & mi” or ſtop, and to leſſen or diminiſh, as (Jer. 48,37.) every 
ionem & defe. beard reſtrained, i,c, clipt or diminiſhed ; Ie is true here 
cum. Jchin@. i® 1n; both ſenſes, They are in this condemnation who either 
prohibere & di- fOtally forbear, and throw wp the duty of Payer, or who 
minuere. Mere. ſhorten and abate it, whileſt under ſuch anhand of God,. 
Ow Y:a, 2-+64 
6. Such alſo, as do not pray better than ever, If any 4- 
mong you be afflifted, let him pray*, i.e. let him be more 
then ordinary in Prayer ; ler him notpray, as he is to'pray 
at other rimes ; let him pray more ſeriouſly, more hunibly, 
more earneſtly, more conſtantly.” O Lord, in trouble they 
have vifited thee, they have poured forth a prayer, when thy 
g Iſfa.26.16, Chaſtering was wpon themes, They did not drop, burpoxr - 
our, and nor prayers, bur a prayer, aSif their praying were 
a continual a&. 1» their aff liftion'they will ſeek, me 6xrly®,. 
h Yoſr19, 7... timely , earneftly , diligently , accurately, 'anxiouſly, 
| - inflamedly, | 192 Df: 
Queft, But what ſhould Chriſtians under ſuch a ſadproe 
vidence thus ſeek unto God for 


. Jaw.s- 3, 


Ff Jam.5.t;. 


Anſw; 


(27)" 


Anſw:1.: For acquaintance with the why of ſuch a Red's : © Job 10.2. 


This none but God can teach; It is bis Meſfeenger, and 
comes on his errand, If a King ſendeth a Mcfſenger to us, 
we are reſtleſs till ye know the end of his M flage :- many 
times the ignorance of the cauſe of an afflition doth wore 
afMict;than cheaMidion ir (elf. 2,- Por « bleſ] jing upon the 
Red, that like Aarons rod it may -bud and bloſſom, The 
Rod is an Ordinance as wellas the Word, Good by any Rod 
comes not from the rod ze ſelf, but the God of the rod, who 
onely can- make correftions, inf ruttions, and therefore to 
be thus ſought from God onely, 3. For preſervation from 


the ſins that:ſuch a rod doth (withour Gods blefling) 12. ar 
| eſpecial manner expoſe ſogls to : ſuch as fretfulneſs, rifings 


of heart in way of revenge againſt the inſtruments, diſtruſt 
of God, ſinking deſpondencies, and heartlefneſs to the 
work of God in private, * 4» For the (upplying of the want 
of pnblick, teaching with the teachings of his ſpirit, and of 
other company with his own company, 5, To acquit God 
from dealing bardly with his people notmithRanding, and 
ro acknowledg that ycr God is, not onely righteows, but 
good unto iſrael. 6. For  guidgnee\ and direttions how to 
manage aright thoſe graces, that are moſt ſeaſonable under 


ſuch a rod ; which cannot be- without wifdom from above Þ, s Jam... 


7. and haftly, For the removing of therod, which is a Meſ- 
lenger ſent by God, and will not away. till that God that 

aye' a commiton-both' for its coming, and ſtay, biddeth ir 

£ gone. Jt w one of the worik frames to pray earneſtly for 
Ar don of [in, while we dejire to livein its andit ts one of the 
beſt frames to pray earneſtly for the removal of the creſs, 
and tobe willing to bear it as long as the Lord pleaſeth. So 
much for the 57h. ſor: of inſenſible ſeuls under ſuch a judg- 
ment, 3 ſuch as are not. oftyer and more: fervent 1n 
prayer for®70# after ſuch a:ftroak, then they wae before ; 


 {uchas do not gothe ofiner, and the more: impor.unately.to 


the Fowntais when the fireams are cut off z ſuch as do not 


cry out with David, Help Lord, for the godly nord, Tlal, 82-4. 
D the 


. - Fabs 
the faithful fail from ameng the children of mn, 
7. And laſtiy, Such as do not /ive bettter than ever, 
Certainly ſuch a Rd is ſent for the better:ng of peoples 
live:,.as well aSof their prayers, 
Queſt. herein 2 
« Hand ignara  Anſw,-T, That they: may live more mereifully *; Ar 
mali miſcris {ſuch a time they have more objects of mercy, and thoſe nor 
-——_— objeds, 2, Fhat they may live moie thenk Fully, 
b 1$am-31, on thoſe dayes the word of the Lord' mat preciows Þ, What 
| dayes were thoſe ? It followeth 3: T here was no open Vijton, 
« Carendo po- Word, and Prophets were precious when they were wot ©, 
tius quam fru- 3, That they may live more ſe/f-denyrng/y. - Ar ſuch a time 
endo.&5-5-Ef: they muſt more then ordinarily deny their own eaſe, name, 
liberty,livelihood,&c, if they wilt enjoy the Word, 4. That 
4chey may liye more humbly, Then they have an opportu- 
nitic of knowing more of their own hearts, of the weake 
neſs of their graces, of the ftrength of their corruptions, &c. 
which is of great uſ: to. humble them, to lay them even in 
the duſt, | 5. That they may live more with Ged, even (in 
a ſenſe) in- ianmediate communion. with God, the leſs me. 
diate communion they-can haye,. 6, and laſtlie, That they 
maylive more «pon God, Such a diſpenſation gives faith, 
as well as patience, ics perfect work : Of ſuch a time it is. 
ſaid, Here 1s thefauh,andthe patience of the Saints ©; Thoſe 
are the pureſt aCts of faith which the ſoul.-puts forth in the 
1k. 50.10, darkf, The perfect work of Faith 1s to believe in God, 
when the ſoul hath nothing to ſtay ic ſelf upon, but God, 
He dics ofr, whoſe life is bound up ig any dying creaturew:- 
He onely lives an unchangeable life, that by faith lives upon 
an unchangeable God, - If ſouls be not thus betrered in their 
lives, the rod is loſt on them, Now to all theſe this Do-. 
Qrine fends rwo very ſad Meſſages, Tc afſures them, 
I. Therr wickedneſs ts very great, - 
2: T hetr coudition ts very bad. 
I. Their wickedneſs is very great, It isa great ſis not 
50. ſay to heart God's taking away any one gracious'man 
or. 


"dl Deut.$:2. 


Rev. 13.10. 
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(19) 
er Woman; it is a greater not to-lay to heart Gods taking 
. | away any one faithful Miniſter ; it is much greater not to 
S. | lay to heart Gods raking away many faictful Minitters-: it 

is yer worſe not to lay to heart their raking away in cheic 

prime, in the time of improvem:nt z not to lay to heart 

the going down of che Sun eyen in the morning : -it is yer 

worſe not to lay to heart their taking away in ſuch times, 
. | wherein there is moſt need and uſe of them to prevent the 
| | Apoſtacie of people,and the ſpreading of ſuperſtition,error, 

and prophanceneſs. Waat is it then not to lay to hearc their 

taking away in ſuch times, if our own faithful Miniſters 
: | be among thoſe whom God ſo takes away » This wickedneſs 
. | argues want 'of love. 1, To (hrifts faithful Mimiſters. 
8 Doth the FFFomern love her Hasbarnd, the Child his Father, 
that is not grieved at parting ? And doth he loye Chriſt 
himſelf, that loyes not his faichful Miniſters 2: 2, To their | 
own ſouls : He that thre finneth againſt Chriſt in his Mini» 
liry, bateth his own ſoul, and loves death®, 3, Tothes Pror,s.36. 
land of their nativity, which is as Sampſon with his /ocks 
F#t, when Gods faithful Miniſters have their woathes oper, 
Hyppoand Heidelberg were ſoon tumblcd-inco their Grayes, 
after che removal of their Minifters, 
* 2. Their condition ts very bad, Hereby it is eviden:, that 
they are hone of God's Elifha's, Elifhe lignifies (as | have 
hinted already) ſaved by God. Souls inſenfible of the loſs 
of God's Elijah's are none of Gods ſaved ones : They are 
not ſaved from the guilt. and dominion of fin, and from 
wrath to come ; and if they be noneof God's ſaved ones, 
they will undoubredlie (unleſs repentance prevent) be ſome 
of the dawwed ones.” Profanc and reprobate Eſaws © onelics Gen.25.36, 
fin- away ſoul-mercies, and continue eat'ng and drinking, 
and {lighting what is done, But ſo muchfor the uſefulneſs 
of chis Doctrine, as it is a Bill of [ndi&ment. 

Kſe 2, This Dottrine is alſo 4 /oud call from Heavey to 

mourning and lamenzation, and that Doth from, 


D Aa - Tt. Goi"s 


he" 2 


(20) 
r. God's El:ſha's, and 
2, God's Elijah's, 
Tt. Thu Dytbrine is a Call from Heaven to Godr's Elle 
ſha's to mourn ard lament, when God takes away any of his 


Elijab'sby acivildeath,  T have already ſhewed that ſuch , 


as are indeed end in truth God's E/iſha's, they will mourn 

and lament ar ſucha time I ſhall now ſhew rhas they ouzhe 

fo to-do, and why?  ' joorrt 25 
1 That God's Eliſha's ought to mourn and lament when- 


ever God ſuffers his Elijah's to be ſilenced, And here I (halt. 


anſwer two queltions, | 
1. What ought to be the extent 2? 
2. What ought to'be the /im1it atzons of theirgrief and 
ſorrow ?- ; | 


Queſt, hat ought tobe the extent of God's Eliſha's grief 


. and ſorrow, whtn God takes away. his Elijih's by a crvil 


s Nehem.2.2. 


b Jer.41.5-6. 
« Matth.9 36. 


d 1 Sam.418. 


death ? : 
Anſwer. Their: ſorrow ſhould ſeize upon their. hearts, 


Their grief ſhould be ſorrow of heart, as Nehemiah's was ®) +|- 


Their bowels, their bowels ſhould be troubled, they ſhould be 
pazned to the heart b, as. Chriſt's was, when he beheld the 
ſhepherdleſs people<, Their very hearts ſhould ever 
be broken , as in all probabilicy E/i's was (eyen whileſt 
his. »eck was avbroken) at the tidings of the Arks being ta- 
kent, Their ſorrow ſhorvld be ſer:zous and fincere, moutn= 
ing more for their ſouls Joſs hereby, then for any loſs of 
ther ourward man, or of theirs :- Their grief ſhould nor be 
in paxgs onely, but habitual. They ſhould be in a jaourn- 


ing frame con:invally, andthe /o»gey the cauſe of their ſor= 


row continues, the deeper impreſſions ſhould be made upon 
their hearts. The loſs of faithful Miniſters-is like the loſs 
of a good Husband, or of a good Wife, leaf rat firſt : Puſ- 
fonate ſorrow may be working moſt at firf, but 'rational 
ſorrow moſt» afterwards, The longer God's Elijah's are 
under the loſs, the deeper reſentment they ſhould haye 
thereof, 

Anſw, 


(2r) $ 
Anſw. 2, Their ſorrow ſhould reach their outward man, v 
The grief of their hearts ſhould be ourwarely expreſ#;> + 4 See Zug Te 
I, Intears," Hearty monrrers muſt, yea-will, be weep= gue. 

ers, | There are two ſorts of tex1s required of God's Eliſhe's, 

4, one of Compaſ5ton, the other of Humiliation; theformer 

for the wiſtries both: of God's £/15ah's, and'of God's Elie 

ſha's ;- thedlaterfor the insthat breught thoſe miſeries,' Theſe *—---. 
trars muſt ſpring from a broken heart, as Joſjah's didb ; b x Chron, 34, 
All: other teais are like water from a dead pit that is drawn?  - 
forth with engins, not like water frem a /iving fountain, 

that f/ows na:urally, Thus all God's El:ſhea's ſhould la» 

b-ur to expreſs the grief of their hearts, but this they do not 

all att>irvt6 : with. ſome, tears are ſcarce, though groans are 

plentiful: Such bave a-ratioval ſorrow, thoughnot a paſs 

fronate ſorrow ; ſuch haye the inward tears (as Aut» calls 

highs)” though not the outward tears. 

2. In taking none ore little comfort in any worldly come 

forty fo long as the cauſe of ſorrow continueth. God's Bli- 

. ſpas ſhould be lixe the wife of Phinehas, who ſetnor her 

heart"on the tidings of a male-=child, wen the Ark was ta= . 

ken ©, Alas ! what joy can God*s El:iſha*s take in children, « 1 Sam,4.21;22. 
wien they ſuſpe& whether they thall leave thema Goſpel or 
no? They maywrite (faich one) ichabed upon the children 
born in their houſes in the time, ' when: God ſeems $0 be 
breaking up houſe among them, 

3. In earnefily deſiring the removal of ſuch a judgment, 
One of the daughters of godly ſorrow is vehenent defire, 
Behold thu ſelf ſame thing that ye ſorrowed-after. a godly 
manner, and what vehement deſire- it wrought in you No 
mercy on this fide? Chrift, and grace ſhould be more planced 
after by God*s Z;ſha's-ar ſuch a time, . then the reſtoring of 
| Gods faithful Minifters to their Congregations, andthe un- 

ſtopping of their mouthes in a lawful way. +. ' 

4+ In crying mightily unto God for the removal of \thiy ' 

judgment, They 'ſhould be hike” David £,who didnn; e Plal. 64.42; 
cnely thirſt, and /ong to ſee Gods power and glory, _ 

| ad * 


d 2 Cor.7;11. 


. 


= 
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(225 
had him is the (antnuary, but faith, this will T {et 
S2d47.4:. . goo £4 m , Kees ow, 
on, -- $s It adding fafting unto praying ; reſpeczally in mts 
| kint the D—_ which ſuch — ty Lak bet el them, 
Faſting dejes, if not together, yet aſunder, The laſt of the 
fifth month, which [/rae! kept was for the burning of the | 
6 Compare Zech, Temple Þ, If ever the Sons of Lew: weep apart, and their 
7:4-with 47.5%: oi ves apart, it ſhould be.ac ſuch a time<, | PILE PIO 
e Zech. 12. 1:,"" 6,.and- laſtly, [n adding reformation unto all. Hum. 
Felt, lixtion Without reformation is like the Word of God in the 


_ 


Jetter, which k3/ls and not quickers , which accents fin, 
and not /efons it, which contrmnes j idoment,and not remeves 
ir, Ir is not enough for- God's E!:ſh4's to be troubled for 


the ſilencing of God's £/ijah's ; buc when God*s\Elijah's | 


are filenced, they muſt be up and doing the more in private, 
When Iſrael 'nanted their Swurhs, they muſt then with 
more diligence. uſe: their F:/es, They ſhould improve every 
occaſional viſit for foul-advantage, and turn c3v4/ corverts 
into Chriſtian communion, as the Diſciples did upon the laſs 
of their Mafter 4. When they meet, they ſhould te loth to 
part without praying togetFer, chough they be but trwoor 
;  _ three, The joint prayer of ſo few hath a ſpecial promiſe of 
Ealas 12 audience © They ſhould bemuch at home f, communing 
340, With" their own hearts,andexamining themſelyes, and much 
in the c/oſet, both in prayer, and reading, and meditating 
upon what they read. Yea, ſuch Z#/iſh4's as are Parents, 
and Maſters of Familics ſhould be inflead of E/3jeh's to 
their children and ſeryants, not forgetting their-neighbours 
ſonls.” In a word, in all: private duties they thould ayeid 
whar they miflike in the publtick worſhip atſuch a tume,viz, 
formality , drineſs, dulneſs, ftraicneſs, ſapleſneſs, &c. 3s 


# Luke 24-17. 


being dexble fins both againſt the precepe of God,and againſt I 
+ the Providence of God, But ſo much for anſwer tothe fiſt *£ / 


Queſtion, ' The ſecond-is, - ' ny m1. 
Queſt. 2.' What limitations of the grief and ſorrow of 

God's Elifha's at ſuch « tine are to be obſerved ? 
. | | _— 


ha 


(33) 
Anſw. 1, They (hould' mours but not wurmar ; they 

ſhoultd- ſavite upon their own thighs, but not blame Pro- 

widence : Miſery is an excuſe for Paſrion; the greatneſs 

of  [wſferings gives no allowanceto. the exorbitances of Paſ- 

fon, In the very place of "Dragons there: is ſomewhat.to 

check marmuring. © Let God's Eliſhe's rake heed of enter» 

taining one hard- thought of God. Yet God vs good to If. |. SIRI 

rag! ®, LE | | & 
2; They ſhould mourn, but not revenge. Revenge is ſo 


| fweet a fin to corrupred nature, ' that: ſome have found more 


ſweetneſF'in it then in lite ic ſelf Þ-; bur che Apoſtolical rule, ,, 0 
i150, Recompence-to no man evil for evil: and again, Dearly benum vizh jus 
beloved, avenge not your ſelves, but rather give place unto pays ipſa. - 
wrath : Notto our own, for then we gizeplace to the De. © OP 
vitd; but either to the wrath of your enemies,” Or to the q.xpb. 4.26; 27: 
wrath of God, as ic followeth 3 For at « written,V eugeance 

i mane, I will repay, faiththe Lord, q.d. If you take,upon 

you to avenge your ſelves, you take Gods work out of. his- 


- hands. Let God's Eliſh#'s therefore look at. God in-ſuch a 


Providence, Man onely ſeerv init will breed. wath, ndig- 
nation, and revenge-; burwhen God 1s ſeen in it, 'that yull 
breed humiliation, 4 1) | | 
3. They ſhould woury, but not antothemſelves e Their Zach.7 3,5, 
outward loſſes may help to raiſe cheaters, | bur ithey muſt | 
take beed they be not the head and ſpring. In ſuch occas 
fions of ſorrow, they ſhould be ſure to falluponifin;their own- 
iniquity rather then'the wickedneis of thoſe that ſtlence ſuck: 
Miniſters. © | 
4. and laſtly, They ſhould: mourn, bur ould not be cf 
down : Why art thou caſt-down-O' myſoul 7. The quetfion ; yc.1, 41. fe 


- puts ir our of alf queſtisn|' thar thepenever is any good rea* 43-5: 


ſon why Szints (hould be caſt down; Evenvin ſuch occas 


* fansof ſorrow, they ſhould not mourn (as one ſaithwell 8) £ Eag.Khem: 1, 


as thoſe that are without preſent faper, and: future hopes, $7973; 


© Though ar ſuch} a tine there isa/grear alceration as to/the | 


means of grace, there is nochange' in-rhe'copenant of giage -:. 
| Their 


& Neb. 13. 20% 
þ Rev.21-22- 
E Ezek.11.16- 


| (24) 
Their Teacher is where he. was, . though their- teachers be 
removed, Tt ishe that taught them--by their teachers, and 
he can' teach them without them. Formerly they had 
cauſe to megnifie him , becauſe he' did all by che inſtru- 
ments 3 and then they have 'to omnfie-him, that calabe 
unto them” inftead of all inftrumencs, Even. all that they 
have loſt may be found in that one title of Chriſt, The 
great Shepherd of the ſheep *, They may find a Temple 
inthe LambÞ; I will. be as. a tutle Sanitary ®, 1c, 1 
wilt be inſtcad of your City-walls, and your Temple -pri- 
viledges, Though at 'ſuch a time' Chriſts faichful Mini- 


GER ters be as: dry bones, yer the Pcophzt. Ezckzel 4 dare not 
IJ« 


8 Jr 4.3. 


conclude againſt dry bones living, When Gods witnefles 
are flain, rhey are not naturally d:ad, and there will 
be: a+ ReſurreRion of them. - Thes: you ſee how God's 
_— are-to mourn at ſuch a time, I come.now-to 
ihew, | | 
2, Why they are then thus to morn ; and here 1 
hall give Gad's Eliſha's ſome motives - co tir them |. 
up uncs .cheir-duty, taken from the ev4/. of ' not mourning 
chus, :and from the. goad:of thus mourning, FI 

1, From the evil of not mourning thus3 Itisa bad jig, 


. anda bad:cagfe, _ 


4. It is a bad ſign.” It fignifies 1, That their afe- 
Rions towards cheir Ehjahrs,. whileſt their mouths were 


. opened , | were” either -not--7r&e, or very Feak,: How 


ſhould one meaſure the-degree or +rath of our affettions, 

but by the ſffrengch or truth of our affliftions in. the 16+. 
moyal of what we pretend to affect, 2. That the 1e-. 
ſurre&ion of ſuch-Eltjah's will not be in much mercy to 


- ſuch £/iſhe's. + The-word reftorcd to. unhumbled beargs.is 


as ſeed caſt upon: wnbroken ground ; it isthrown away, and 


not ſown'©, - 


2: 1t us 4 bad canſe $ ſome dreadfull outward, if not 
ſpiritual judgment is its certain. effect, Thofe that. are 
at taſe is Zion, that are nos grieved for the affliction 
3-1; $4 \ 0 


RY 


of Feſeph, that arent fick at heart (as theivordsſgniligs) | 


for the ſufterings: of God's Iſrael, fhall go captive-with:the.. 


firs that gu captive *: in the Hebrew ir 18, they thatl beim © See Trop upon 


the head! of thoſe that go captive. But ſo much (for pre» 


Aw, 6. 67+ 


ſent of rhe motives taken from the evil of not mourning; the - 


'J fecond head of motives is taken, | 


From the: good . of thus| mourning; It is both* a'goed 
evidence, and a good cauſe. r 46 bas 

' . I, It 15:4 geed evidence, It cvidencethy\ That-ſuch ate 
real wewbers of Chrifs myſtical body, A Chiriftians, 
a right. Chriſtians face may be ſeen in theſe waters of 
ſorrow.: :- Such-. are El5ſh#'s; \ {well "| c bens (that 


are ſerrowful for the ſolemn Afemblies\mhich are If 6 Zepk.4.88. 


thee b. 
..2. {tri 4 goed. canſe': for God is chgaped to' g4- 
ther. ſutb.. The 'teverend:: Author i-of ar 6 arty = 
Sermon on Zeph.: 3. 1.8; in Engl, Remembr;:p. 449, 459. 
obſerves very much'1o be' contained! in thac promite;: wics, 
. Preſervatzon in diſperſions ; reftauration afcer their: dil- 
perfons 3. that: they fhall meet in their own plecer again 
Neh.r. 9. Iſa.43.5,6. Jer.gr,no,tr. Yea, in their ſo- 
lemn aſſemblies again, Jer. 23. 4. Exck, 34. 121 13,14. 
Pſal. 147.2, Yea , reFitmtion ' for rhe ' loſſes of :their 
mercies, Exe&,36. 11. there ſhall be more: purity of 'Or- 
 dGinances-'then fermerly , Zzc>. 36, 11,---12.16, 27, 18, 
more glory,” Hag. 2; 7,9. more power and { , Mic. 4. 
6,7. more-condeſcentron, and: larger: teſtimonies of * ac- 
cepcation, -Tzek,/20. 40,41.---39. 29. more -w#ity, Ezek, 
37, 21, 32; -=-L1.19, Jer, 33.39, 36; 39. more ſecu- 
rity, Ezck.. 34. 27. end more bonexr;, and reputation, 
Zeph: 3.19, 20: /ſ4, 61.7. What: can be ſaid more ? 
' And now: (hall none of theſe confiderations-(thoughr they 
" be; bur, few.-| of; whar- might. -be:{urged ©): prevail: wi 
God's El:ſhe's' ro thay. co: heart ſuch 2 :ſad -providenc 
when God ſuffers his /ighrs = be pur under  Baſbels 
» . his 


46z, 


Hi ſugt tuiveri 
( Olicelefia) & 
_—— partus. 


4 - 


th « See Engl. Row 
. — to 


:#36) 


* Some have | his furs tobe removed -from; their: @rks =; the 80403 bf 


ſev ts lee deviildred: ſouls to 'be-p-towt's God forbid :-fure, when 
ohe Sov then- they Cannot hear: the: joyful ſound ,” borh God and men 
bf. ſhould hear their ſorrowfnl ſighs and groexs, ' They know 
little: of: the: reakicy 'of : ſpiratual relations, whoſe hearts 


are- not touched wich the ſeale of tpiritaal: breaches,' Are - 


God's &lifha's Fathery dead 2: Is::4fraed's beſt municion de- 
parted 2 and ſhall not they cry.-our, O-owr Fathers , ous 


Fathers ):' the Chariots. of Iſrael, and the Hor(emen 


thereof. 


v2 49 47; Fo 4 } 21361 . {7 ; 
| +1 Queſt! : But\how wy God's Elitha's get and thcreafe rhit 

"4 $:645% : fo cove of ſpirat at fneh #teme-2> \ ant x \ YI 
>; 1: | 


"i, DAD) Anſw...; Let them. ſet before dheiv dyes God's monruers 

ni ar patterns: for their imitation; > ian '13 a defivle crea- 

mee, more apt: tobe kd hy:the! el; chew che ey.” The 

5 Heb. 12.z. ancicps: Saings: are callikd (ar rhtnd of witheſſes Þ: "A (lond, 
becauſe there 'is -@'kading vere mcheir ex2mples, © Cat 

for. che-moour mug. wonen, and.let: thenreuch you-lamentss 

F Jer.9.17,2 0. tions; 1 ii ; Foe r,21 | De? t >  &..: nant 
{OR TEGTE?) 


Gp 4 Q5 & > = A a « þ > ,*\} 5 Is antl 
> Anfw. 2./:Liet thenn go 1abvet ſach. a tiſs, "an cofÞ tif. 


what* it. comes'to;,. If ' they \diFeFiir, they wil find 1c a 
bight/hiedevik s Onecalts it 'whip 'of many cords, where- 


withi God's £bjab's ave. whipped out of the 'Tempte, 0 


. that \Gad's Wiſhes: 2p ſuch n time” would feourge thean 


ſtlves with-tbe:conGderations. thacoffet themſQves ro them. 


wheh they ſit down co tell! the aggravations and height- 
ning. circumftances:of their miſery; -Eec them think parti« 
a Singularia pu. Carly ®'of che natrure; "degrees, cauſe, time, concemirnnrh, 
vt. and conſequents:of xfucl) a judgment, Rot che'warwre of it, 


-- 22) » it: bs a(ſpirceyal dbſs;:'ithe great byſs is wie fouls * and iris 


JEN EE ” a commen'loſsg.itie Atiniffrrs of the Word'are fet otit by 
commois. bleſſings, asJight ; ſalt, harveft-.men, bread,&«c. 
fe 7 - The 


| 


FY 


— Os | 
'The" remoyal therefore of ſuch "3s a common mitchief, Tor 
the depree, it is to be conſidered whether 'one £/;jah be 
- taken away,' or more then one; whether few, or many, whc- 
ther ſome 'or all? For the cauſe; the afii&ion js a grear 
'evil in it ſctf, bur greater in its cauſe, . It argues char 
'the greateſt evil, fin, is in that people from whom God 
rakes away his E/iyjah's ; yea, that fin abounds there ®, , ,, . 1G 
For' the 21972 is to be minded, whether this J:1dgment falls 
upon them when Popiſh, Sociniay, and Arminian, er. 
Tors, and all manner of /ooſeneſs and debauchery ate come 
ing in' 28 a: floyd > For the corcomitants ; When the 
fſhepherds' are ſmitten, the ſheep are ſcattered + and what 
will the ſcattered _ ſheep do > What will the coals do 
when they are pulled one from another > When God 
takes away his faichfull Minifters from a+ people, he 
rakes away from them the life of their /ives, the, com- 
fort of all their enjoyments '; for” when the Mimſtry is 
fent packing,) Ged himſelf is. ſenr packing 3 yea, when 
Gods faithful Miniſters ate filenced y people canfiot wore 
ſhip God pablick/y, nor enjoy Gods Ordinances long 
in private.” "Now not” onely God himfelf, tut his Ordi- 
nances are'our life, © Some Þ think; the land of Canadnp y. Moller, in 
3s in” aft efpecjal manner called che land of the Irving, in Pal27-13. 
eſpe of the Ordinances, In a word, reproach is ano» 
Ther attendant of this affliction ; then ſratl is a deri= 
*iot to "Moab, and" they even skip for joy © And Jer.a3.26. 
Thould 'not God's El:/fha*; weep, "when rhey haye broughe _ 
themſelves into' fach' a” condition, as makes their enc- 
mics ay ew] ORs for the copſequents of ſiich'a judg- 4 Lam3.60,61, 
men: ; Certainly fich an extraordinary judgment (as an ex- St: 
—_- A. . iy oy S 144 bad O7 589 ech.1.4. --4 4. 
eriordfitiary *ecclipſeY” is" very ominous; It Proengfſtichs pal gz z'--10. 
Bio, 5s if Gods wotk wete done”as” £0, treating "with -- 69.19. -8 0.5.6. 
mary ſouſs-e :"ag"'jf God would rake no, farther Caie LOOT OO 
His Vineyard f: 25 If refortnxtion ſhould, end ih deforma- Ie. 52. 5. 
fiot+: Is ir not omincts to” have che Afidwives taken gg 
hy E z away F Iſe.5.5,6. 
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away before the Church hath brought forth > Yea, ic 
ſpeaks as if the ſoreſt judgments were at hand ; not onely 
the worſt of outward judgments ; ſword , famine, and 
P-ftilence, but the worlt. of ſpiritual jadgments : it, ſpeaks 
2 ereat Apofiaſie at hand: when .che Stardard-bearers and 
Headers fall, will not the Seldrersfly > Yyea,ir ſpeaks as if God 
would le: men be as vile as they will. For God-to . 
ſuffer bis fairhful Minifters, who teach ſouls to deny. all 
_ ungodlineſs and worldly Juſts, and to live godly, righte- 
ouſly and ſoberly, to be. filenced: ; ſounds as.much, as be 
that wilt be unjuſt , let him be unjuſt. fit! , and he that 
will be filchy , let him be. filthyſtill.. . Lc bur theſe icons 
Ederations be ſtricken on the heart, as the rod. was by /fo- 
ſes on the rock, and we may well conclude, the heart isa 
rock indeed, if it yield no weter. 

Anſw.3..and laſtly, Let them be reſtleſs after the par- 
don of all their. iniquities, eſpecially thoſe that have Hops 
the mouths of God's Elijah's. God's: calls of his Eliſhass 
to mourning are very loud ; but yer that is not enough, 
it muſt be a beam. from the Sun of righteonſneſs, that 
will make even their eyes to. nun over , and diflolye 
even their too- too hard hearts, Peter ſtirred not ar the 
Crewing once and again, until Chrift /ook'd upon him, 
thes he went out and wept buterly, Let God's Elj-, 
ſha's therefore” at ſuch a time beg a gracious look from 
God, that though he hath his back upon them, yet thar 
he would be pleaſed to /vok back, upon them : let them 
tell the Lord that theic hearts are ſo hard, that all che 
conſiderations that aggravate the judgment, are not ſuffi 
cient to break them : let them take words , and ſay, 
Lord, we never thought chat our hearts were ſo hard, and 
that they had ſo little Ioye of thy Ordinances, and ſo 
lictle regard of thy concernments ; now weſce it is not the 
wezght of an aMliion, but the werk;ng of thy grace, _ 
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| will:/humble us >: Loyd take away iniquity, 4rd. rECCIVE es 

F graciouſly *, But ſo much for the Call from Heaven to Gods 
Eliſha*s. i '' 

71 This Doftrine is 4 call from Heaven to God's Eli- 

' Jih's,, temourn.and lament, when God ſuffers them-to be jr. 

lenced, If God doth atſuch a time /ondly call his Z/iſha's 

to monrn. and lament, :fure he doth much wore /oxdly call 


his 8/;jab*s thereutito, What ſaithone of them 2 Þ If any Bak nc, 466, 


467+» \ 


ſhould ' be. in. ſacks/oth, the witweſſes ſhould, It is ſaid of 
T3ras,: that. the chief, mourners for. her. fall, (hall be ſuch 


25 handle. the oare.. The Aeariners and Pilots ſhall wal. + 


lew themſelves in aſhes, and cry bitterly ; weep with bit= 


Hol. 14, (+ 


- Re- 
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terneſs of heart, aud with 4 bitter wailing ©. In Egypts « Bzck.27,29, 


fall likewiſe the principal mourners are the fiſhermen, they 
ſhall moxrn, and all that caft angles into the brook, and they 


that eaFt nets (ſhall lament, 4 Should not Fiſhers for mens « Is 19.8. 


foexls be principal mourners alſo under ſuch an hand of 
God? Who ſhould mourn, as the children of che bride- 
fo» chamber, and friends of the bridegroom, when the Bride- 


groom # taken from them ©? Ar ſuch a time they have *Mat-y.z55 


not onely loſt their /3ve/thoods, butthe life of their lives ; 
their uſefulneſs: not onely worship, but work ; not onely 


weaus of getting good, but opportunities of doing good ; nor * 


| onely ſupplies from the altar, but the ſervice of the altar, 

To ſuch let the following particulars be hinted from the 
ſame may of God, and I {hall finiſh this Ca//. 

1, Surely it is not for nothing thatthey are turned under 
the wheel. 

>, It may be ſome of their hearts upbraid them for their 
careleſs entrance int@ their work, and cheic unfaithful ma= 
nagement of it, 


« 3. It may be fome of them are poſſcſt with ſo dumb a 


| Devil, that when they are off the ſtage, and ated Pulpit. 
work, they ſhall do little in occaſional work, vis. Preach- 
ing, Conyerſc, Converſation, 


4. It 


b 6 .. 6) {1 44 
"FO nay be foie, hive Guiſe'td fear aft the 00S ©6e< 

” of them ſhoutd be jained' with'thans rtjeQion5 "ic 
may be ſome find deadnings, witherings, decaying3, 'x' fe 
* cret'gladneſs of ſuch eafe, and nor mifling cheir work,ehe. 
**\ 5, It ray be-ſonic have manch' tido to'keep® down'pride 
* tnider che ſelf-Jenial chey are called to exerciſe, 2 
: ©. --_ 6. It may be ſome cf them End gyeaching Faith one 
NIV) thing, and living by it, another, © Surely ar ſuch @ time 
"= * +» "not onely all 0a Elicha's, = all car 104 «wh Dark 
... . ., Cry out®, Tarn thou ws whto thee, O Lord, and'we:fhall be 
ERWH05p... SY, Retiew on daye: of at. Amen, Amen. ' 
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